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Millbrook Power 

Schedule of LLRS works assumed for future baseline and progress to date on LLRS 

construction 

In accordance with Requirement 31 of the Covanta RRF Project, and as confirmed by Central 

Bedfordshire Council at the DCO Issue Specific Hearing on 13 March 2018, Phase 1 of the LLRS has 

now been completed. These works are depicted in the attached Figure 3.2_Phase 1 

Platform_14081_015_01C, which is an approved plan under condition 2 of the LLRS planning 

permission (ref BC/CM/2000/8) and are described below (which has been taken from the 

environmental statement to the Covanta RRF Project): 

• dewatering of accumulated surface waters within the western half of Rookery South Pit by 

pumping from the base of Rookery South Pit into the marginal ditch to the west of the pit, 

sufficient to facilitate subsequent earthworks; 

• trapping and relocation of Great Crested Newts from the western half of Rookery South Pit 

to receptor sites created by localised enhancements to Rookery North Pit; 

• redirection of existing surface water ditches and provision of an upper carrier ditch around 

the southern perimeter of the southern permitted excavation area; 

• topsoil stripping and stockpiling of material from the remaining southern permitted 

extraction area on the southern side of Rookery South Pit to enable the extraction of clay 

from the southern permitted extraction area for use in the proposed restoration scheme; 

• construction of a temporary noise barrier and grassed earth bund to attenuate noise from 

the restoration works to Pillinge Farm South and Pillinge Cottages; 

• construction of a new vehicular access track at the north western corner of the pit to 

provide low level access to the pit, with associated regrading of slopes as necessary; 

• excavation of clay soils from the southern permitted extraction area to provide material for 

the proposed restoration works; 

• re-profiling, of the base of Rookery South Pit, graded to falls, utilising clay won from the 

southern area, resulting in topographic levels in the vicinity of the proposed Operations Area 

of approximately 30 m AOD – 31 m AOD. Any geotechnically unsuitable materials will be 

removed and stockpiled within the Phase 2 area for subsequent treatment e.g. drying, and 

subsequent reuse; 

• creation of surface water drainage ditches and attenuation pond. The surface water ditches 

and attenuation pond will include ecological habitat mitigation and enhancement measures; 

and 

• provision of a pumping station to enable external discharge of collected waters from the 

attenuation pond to an existing ditch/culvert discharge to Stewartby Lake. 

In addition to the above, a network of permissive footpaths in Rookery North Pit and around the 

attenuation pond have been built or are under construction. 

In respect of MPL’s EIA baseline for the environmental assessment, the assessment assumed that 

parts of the LLRS had been completed which are set out below and depicted in the plan The Rookery 

Low Level Restoration Scheme – Baseline Works for Millbrook Power drawing number J0008128-409 : 

• those parts of Phase 1 necessary for the MPL Project (and which are now complete), being:  
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o trapping and relocation of great crested newts from the western half of the pit 

o the re-profiling of the north west part of the base of the pit involving the extraction 

of soils and clays from the permitted extraction area on the southern side with re-

grading of the base of the pit to an approximate level of 15 mbgl; 

o implementation of surface water drainage measures in the north west part of the 

pit and construction of an attenuation pond and pumping station; 

o provision of buttressing to the northern slopes;  

o provision of an access ramp into Rookery South Pit from Rookery North Pit;  

• the re-profiling of the base of the pit at the Power Generation Plant Site; 

• implementation of surface water drainage measures at the Power Generation Site and 

permitted extraction area to the south including constructing surface water drainage 

channels; 

• buttressing to the slopes to the south and west of the Power Generation Site; 

• provision of a smaller access track into and out of Rookery South Pit from the south side of 

the pit connecting with Station Lane, near Millbrook Station 
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